Tuesday, March 11, 2003
Leviticus 7:1 - 9:24

Chapter 7 continues the detailed instruction regarding the offerings.  As complicated as they seem, commentators tell us that compared to the sacrificial rituals of other nations of the time, Israel’s system was uncomplicated. God’s system was different in other ways too. There was no sacrifice for the dead; no human sacrifice; no searching entrails for the will of God; no self mutilation; and no sexual fertility orgies. The system of sacrifice given to the people by God concerned maintaining their covenant relationship with Him and was given out of His love for them. It was to show them a shadow of what would be accomplished in Christ.

Chapter 8 concerns the ordination of the priests. First Moses offered a sin offering to cleanse the priests of sin. Then Moses offered a burnt offering to symbolize their dedication to God. Finally a fellowship offering was brought symbolizing their new fellowship with the Lord. One commentator says that the blood on the ear lobe of the priests may refer back to Exodus 21 where it was instructed that if a slave submitted to permanent service to his master, his earlobe was to be pierced. Another says that it symbolized the fact that the priest was to listen to God’s instructions. The same commentator says that blood on the thumb indicated that the priest would work for God and blood on his toe indicated that he was to walk in the ways of God. 

After seven more days and nights at the door of the tent of meeting, Aaron and his sons emerged to begin their duties as priests. After they began their duties, the people began to participate in the offerings prescribed by God.


At the end of today’s reading God makes His presence known in a dramatic fashion. Instead of letting the offerings burn in the normal manner, God caused fire to come out from His presence and consume the offering. This was a confirmation to the people that God was pleased, but before many days had passed sin would again break God’s covenant.
